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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FY 2013 PROJECTS: 
During the 2013 field season, NOAA’s Office of Ocean Exploration and Research (OER) plans 
to engage in a number of multi-disciplinary projects to explore and investigate unique, unknown 
and poorly known areas of the world’s oceans. The following provides a brief synopsis of 
anticipated FY13 projects. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
INTRA- / INTER-AGENCY PARTNERSHIPS 
MID-ATLANTIC CANYONS PROJECT (APRIL 30-MAY 29) 
PI: STEVE ROSS (UNCW); CO-PI: SANDRA BROOKE (OREGON INSTITUTE OF BIOLOGY) 
OER POC: JOHN TOMCZUK, JOHN.TOMCZUK@NOAA.GOV 
This is the third of a three year interagency study involving BOEM, OER and USGS. FY13 
operations are expected to focus on deep water hard bottom habitats and shipwrecks in canyons 
located offshore Virginia and Maryland in the Norfolk and Baltimore Canyons. Scientists will 
use the NOAA Ship Ronald H. Brown and Jason ROV to explore target areas mapped by the 
Foster and Okeanos Explorer during the 2011 and 2012 field seasons.  
 
MARINE ARCHAEOLOGY 
SITE 15577 FOLLOW-UP (JULY, DATES TBD) 
CO-PIS: FRANK CANTELAS (NOAA)/ JACK IRION (BOEM) 
OER POC: FRANK CANTELAS, FRANK.CANTELAS@NOAA.GOV 
A cruise on board E/V Nautilus to examine a wooden-hulled and copper-sheathed mid-19th 
century shipwreck in an effort to identify the origin, role and function. The shipwreck site was 
originally identified as an unknown sonar contact during a 2011 oil and gas survey for Shell Oil 
Company, and was first investigated by NOAA Ship Okeanos Explorer in April 2012. The ROV 
Hercules will be used to map and document the shipwreck and recover diagnostic artifacts. The 
expedition will be given live web coverage on NautilusLive.org. 
 
GENERAL EXPLORATION 
MESOPHOTIC CORALS: CONNECTIVITY OF THE PULLEY RIDGE (AUGUST 14-25) 
PIs: John Reed (HBOI)/ Robert Cowen (RSMAS) 
OER POC: John TOMCZUK, JOHN.TOMCZUK@NOAA.GOV 
This cruise is the second of a multi-year partnership between OER, AOML, NMFS, NOS NMSP 
and Center for Sponsored Coastal Ocean Research, and two NOAA Cooperative Institutes: the 
Cooperative Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Studies (CIMAS) and the Cooperative 
Institute for Ocean Exploration, Research, and Technology (CIOERT). Led by NOAA NCCOS, 
the objective of the cruise is to study the connectivity of the mesophotic coral ecosystems of 
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